


Town and country: Dapto Public School students rehearse for the Rock Eisteddfod. (Front)
Jesse Hyde, 8; (middle, from left) Alexandra Jurman, 11, Courtney Wallace, 8, Rianna Sepple,

12; (back) Ben Smith, 12 and Denni Perkins, 11.
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Dapto kids
movin’ to
the country

By DUNCAN ABEY

SWAPPING the urban rat-
race for a healthier rural
lifestyle has been a popular
theme in TV and movies
over recent years, and on
Friday it will be trans-
ferred to the Rock Eistedd-
fod stage by Dapto Public
School students.

Moving to the Country,
which uses a soundtrack
including songs from Dolly
Parton and John Denver, is
the result of six months’
work for parents, teachers
and students of Dapto Pub-
lic.

The school’s Rock Eisted-
dfod co-ordinator, Jane
Rowsell, said it was the first
time Dapto Public had en-
tered the annual song and
dance extravaganza.

“We've done the dance
festival before but we'’re a
much bigger school now
and we decided to give
more kids the opportunity,”
Ms Rowsell said.

More than 60 students
will take to the stage at WIN
Entertainment Centre
(WEC) on Friday dressed in
distinctive city and country
garb, supported by a back-
stage crew of 10.

Cast and crew will un-
dergo a final dress re-
hearsal tomorrow in front
of the entire school before
spending the full day at the
WEC on Friday culminating
in the big performance.

“They are so excited. It’s
been a big ask but they can’t
wait to get on stage,” Ms
Rowsell said.

“It’s been a positive ex-
perience for all of us - for
the teachers and the kids.”

Ms Rowsell said Dapto
Public would definitely be
making a return to the com-
petition in 20086.




__ chudents from Dapto puhlic School taking part in the J Rock challenge.

Hero with
3 health
message

PRIMARY and high schodls from
the Wollongong and South Coast
regions hit the stage last Friday
night for the OxyGen i98FM
Fisteddfod Challenge® and J RoCK.
school that performed
received Awards of Excellence,
recognising exceptional areas of
their performance including set and
costume design, drama and chore-

ography.

The high schools will now be
judged against 44 schools that per-
form in Sydney this week before the
finalists for the Sydney Grand Finals
are announced on Saturday on
www.rockchallenge.com.au

The event’s success in promoting
health messages t0 young people is
evidenced through the on-going
sponsorship from Cancer Institute
NSW, which encourages all partici-
pants to be part of a tobacco-free
OxyGeneration.

Dapto Public’s dance piece is enti-
tled My Hero and is based on super-
herosconﬁngtothemcueofan
imaginary city in the gripon a crime
wave.

One of the co-ordinating teachers,
Jane Rowsell, said students had
been working on their performance
since the beginning of the year.
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fod competition last
week, beating teams from all over
SW at the J Rock finals a the

Dance group co-ordinator Jane

ordstrom said her students were
hrilled by their win.

“It was unbelievable anq prob-
pbly one of the most exciting
hings that has happened to our

" Ms Nordstrom said.

“The standard was amazing and
ve would have been proud to have
blaced, so we really didn’t expect
0 win.”

But she said her students were

ing winners anq had re-
e than just one award
ce during the J Rock
udging process.

“We got three awards, which

eans we scored really highly in

educati

Garcia, Ashleigh Mears, Holly Severn, Maeghan McCauley, (front)
ior Rock Eisteddfod-wmning performance A Piece of Straw.

t folk tale

FIVE THINGS THAT MAKE A SUCCESSFyL PERFORMANCE

andmaldngprops

2. Teamwork
‘Ourschoolmoﬁoistowod(asa
tsamsowedothatreajlywell," Ms
N said.

“I'm s0 proud of our kids because
they have pulled togetherasateam

those areas, in visual enhance-
ment, concept and performance
skill,” she said,

This is not the first time the
school has impressed judges at g
state-wide schoo] dance com-
Petition,

The school’s high-energy depic-
tion of Jessica Watson’s round-the-
world sailing trip won first pri
the Primary schoo] story-dance
division of the Wakakirrj i
tion last year,

andmeydoﬂajlthetimeandmat’s

committed to Something and that
how they can do these things.”

helps them to work towards
Something great.”

4. Talented students

“Lots of our kids have a very strong

ability in the perfarming arts,” Ms

Nordstrom said,
“Wehaveaand

wersalfyencouragethemto

that at school,.”

“They have worked out the

5.Aschoo|-nvlmnmemﬂlat
importameofbeingdedkztedand

encourages excellence

Dapto’s J Rock performance was
based on the book A Piece of Straw,
by Japanese author Junko Mori-
moto, which children reaq during
Book Week last year.

It tells a folk tale of a Peasant

kindness and love,” Ms Nordstro
said.

She said creative and perform|
ing arts were highly valyed aj
Dapto Publije School, which hag
helped them to succeed.

“While litera,

are always the
eventually ends y,
house.

“The book has got such a lovely
message about what You put into
the world you get back in terms of




urning Japanese: Dapto students (from back) Kasey Garcia, Taylah Davis, Mykenzie
ovington, Heidi Paiola, Maeghan McCauley, Aidan McLean, Amos Luck, Libby-May
Priest and Tess Crawley.
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\oved they were top of the pops
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ic Primary School Bulli took out
st and second place in the
\tional Junior Rock Risteddfod

mnce competition.
The J-Rock finals were tele-
sed on Saturday with winners
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coordinator
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ith a dance about 2 J

Rewarded: Dapto Public School won the national J-Rock competition W

«phe whole production was a of effort but it paid off.” § «ye've all had abitofa joke, “Butwe might have a bit of-a

result of help from kids, parents, Ms Nordstrom said the school just saying ‘what on earth are we breather and celebrate this win.”

teachers and grandparents —s0 now had the daunting challenge going to do?’ and we don’t know at

it’s a whole school community of following their award—winning this point but we're going to have : GALLERY
£hours and lots performance nextyear. to think very hard,” she said. \\\awarramercury.oom.au

effort. Itwas lots O
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Dapto adaptation of Mem Fox tale
wins Wakakirri

By KATE WALSH
Aug. 23, 2013, 4:02 a.m.

Festival winners Kasey Harford, Katie Haldae, Talia Rogan,
A touching story about a small girl who helps an elderly woman find her memorie
won first place at the Wollongong series of Wakakirri.

Dapto Public School adapted Mem Fox's well-known picture book Wilfrid Gordor
McDonald Partridge into a story dance called What's A Memory? for the

nationwide performance challenge for schools. The 116 students in the cast and
crew of the school's production found they won last Friday via an announcement
on Wakakirri TV.

They performed their story dance at the WIN Entertainment Centre on August 8.

The school has been competing in Wakakirri since 2007 and came second in the
Wollongong series last year.

Dance group co-ordinator Jane Nordstrom said she knew the students had done
great job but they were up against some tough competition.
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Storytellers: Rapio public School’s

Dapto

By ANTONY FIELD

Dapto Public School students
are hoping SiX months of hard
work will pay off when 116 of
them compete at the Wakaki-
i Primary School  Story
Dance Challenge-
The Wollongong
1 be held at WIN
Entertainment this
Thursday from Tpm

At Wakakirri, students tell 2

story using musicand dance
and this year, the Dapto Public
has created
, based on
the Mem Fox book, Wilfrid
Gordon McDonald Partridge.
Co-ordinator Jane Nord-
strom said the story followed 2
girl who pefriended an old
lady who'd lost her memory-
“No-one else seems to care

except for the girl who brings

the old lady 2a collection of

picture: ROBERT PEET

kids ready to shine

things that start to jog her
memory,” she said. “The mes-
sage is that it takes someone
who cares 10 take an interest in
that person and help them.”

Dapto’s 2013 Wakakirri
group have been practising
since term one.

Dapto Public won the 2011

= pational  Story

dance final, came second in
2012 and also won the J Rock
national finals last year.
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WAKAKIRRI FESTIVAL
Students at Dapto Public School
are awaiting a blessing from
children’s book royalty in the lead-
up to their Wakakirri festival
showing.

The school’s 2013 festival
performance, What’s a Memory, is
based on the Mem Fox book Wilfrid
Gordon McDonald Partridge.
Since devising the performance,
the school has written to the
famous author, telling her of the
tribute. ‘

Wakakirriis on August 8 at WIN
Entertainment Centre.




Dapto Public School
showcase their award-winning
performance Trye Inspiration
at  Sydney Entertainment
Centre on Friday night in the
lead-up to the Rock Eistedd-
fod Challenge.

More than 120 Dapto sty-
dents participated jn the
JRock and the Wakakirri
dance festivals at WIN Enter-
tainment Centre. Their win-
ning performance wag in-
spired by Jessica Watson’s
solo sail around the world.
Jessica herself emailed them
with words to inspire them
before they performed.

Last week Students gave
two  performances at the
school with a gold coin dona-
tion going towards Jessica’s
cause, Food for Hunger,







In a special moment

Dapto kids who took
message recorded by sica
Watson was played on the the 12
n.
Jessica congratula the students
on their pe ormance and offe
them words of en00uragement.
first in

True Inspiration came

Wakakirri competition at the WIN

Entertainment Centre in August. It
«gpirit of J Rock”

also achieved the
Award, which is voted by all

\iC school students Kétie Hadane

Dapto’s perfo L

[nspiration, Was - epired by Jessica

Watson's solo sailing yoyage aroun The Rock Eisteddfod event was the only primary school to take part, props and costumes,
for high schools and Dapto public, Was invited to bethe opening act- performing.

the world.
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