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Y, Ashley Barrett and (front) Gemma Smyth show off their writing award,
Photo by WAYNE VENABLES,

Swag of prizes for super scribes

By LORRAINE PITT tition, scooping a $500 cash prize for the school encouraged its students to ent
Prize winning poetry and exceptional essay School. Elise Edney, Gemma Smyth and literacy competitions.
writing has delivered to Dapto Primary 5 raf came out on top in the “Our success in these competitions is
School a swag of cash and prizes thanks to the Wollongpng City Council Enviro '97 poetry tribute to the canscientious approach of t
efforts of its students. competition, winning an environmental pack-  students. They’re all talented writers who.
Elise Edney, Kylie Kostelenski and age, book prizes and framed copies of their literacy skills have developed immense
Ashley Barrett won prizes in the Lake poems. through carefully planned and balance
Illawarra Au!hority’s essay writing compe- Assistant principal Justin Quinn said the writing program.”
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Elite road cyclist Danny Hennessy with Dapto
who won helmets |

Pubruc‘ students Zoe Gaudry and Mitchéll
ed by Rebel Sport, Wollongong. P

Stuaments hear the
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Bike Week message

By REBECCA HAYTER and GREG ELLIS

Dapto Public School students know the importance
of wearing a helmet when riding their pushbikes to
and from school.

Elite road cyclist Danny Hennessy visited the school
yestcrdaytospwktomomman2505mdcmstomark
Bike Safety Week. Also a Rebel Sport employee, Mr
Hennessy ted two helmets donated by Rebel
Sport, as well as other prizes to students.

Teacher Marcus Amold said the presentation helped
students understand important road safety rules.

Meantime, more than 250 cyclists braved wet
weather-to take up a Wollongong Bicycle Users
Group (WBUG) challenge to ride to work and enjoy
a free Novotel Northbeach breakfast in the mall.

The annual bike to work day was a Bike Week

activity organised by Wollongong City Council and
the Illawarra Area Health Service (IAHS) and
supported by the Roads and Traffic Authority and

Wilsons Discount Bikes.

WBUG and IAHS spokeswoman Lisa Franco said
the bike group was involved because it was a good
opportunity to promote cycling in the lllawarra.

Wollongong City Council road safety officer Prue
Dunstan said the council had used the event tO
promote bike safety and alternate modes of transport.

She said if more people rode bikes there would be
less congestion on Wollongong roads and fewer
frustrated motorists.

«“We’ve also been able to promote the use of our
cycleway network, which is the envy of other l
councils,”” she sai
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Input: Dapto primary students Jack McGrath and Aaron Hales at Horsley’s new park. Picture: DAVE TEASE
KATE McILWAIN

THE ideal playground has lots of
trees, plenty of space to build
cubbies and run around and
looks nothing like the brightly
coloured plastic structures that
dominate most parks.

That was the message from 150
Dapto Public School students
who told Stockland developers
exactly what they wanted to see
built in a 6800sqm park at the
new 530-lot Brooks Reach devel-
opment in Horsley.

About 150 kindergarten and
Year 5 students were last year
asked to draw their ideal play-
ground, and yesterday a small
group of children were on site as
the park’s final plans were un-
veiled.

Project leader and University
of Western Sydney researcher

Professor Karen Malone, who
also works on UNICEF’s global
Child Friendly Cities Initiative,
said she had never seen children
more passionate about the envir-
onment than those at Dapto.

“These kids had a really strong
sense of environmental steward-
ship, which I have never seen
before, so there must be some-
thing about whatever grows
here,” she said.

“They were really keen that
Stockland didn’t disrupt or des-
troy what was already here in
terms of the natural landscape.”

Children also asked de-
velopers to avoid pre-fabricated
playground equipment and re-
quested adventurous rides.

Prof Malone said the final park
would grant the children’s wi-
shes by building wooden cubby-
house platforms around an exist-

ing gum tree in the middle of the
park and planting an educa-
tional indigenous garden.

The design also has a 3m slide,
a circular “birds nest” swing and
a “supernova’” carousel-style
ride.

Year 6 students Aaron Hales
and Jack McGrath said they were
“pretty happy” with the final
plans.

“They look really good, but
there isn’t really much for our
older age - it’s more for middle
age kids, like Year 4 and Year 3
kids,” Jack said.

“Maybe they could have put a
little bit more stuff for kids our
age.”

However, both boys’ ideas -
Jack’s slide and Aaron’s super-
nova ride - were included and
they were looking forward to
seeing their ideas come to life.
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Rumble sees red over

new traffic

political bunfight over Wwho would
new traffic lights took an

when the Roads and

flicked the switch itself.

Local MP Terry Rumble was fuming when he
ound his bid to carry out the official turning-on
ad been short-circuited by what he suspected was
) political decision to keep him out of the
imelight.

Mr Rumble, ¥ 4 the move to cut
have come from as
had been lobby ing

ights were turned on.

He had even provided the RTA witha timetable

¢ his availability sC there would be 00 excuse for
him missing out.

It was normal prac

ember to carry
After discoverin:

activ

that a decision 10
erations today Was given from an office out
wollongong,” oe. “1 ask for an
xplanation of this 2ross discourtesy.”

light snub

wanted to be in on the act, but president Bob
Burrage saw the lighter side.

] take it with great humou
appears the authorities t00K the lin
resistance because no-one wanted t0 make 2
decision.”

The deadlock between Mr Rumble and the
chamber even caught the attention of Year 6 Dapto
Public School student Jamie Dekker, who put her
hand up for the turning-on.

“Perhdps some children from Dapto Public
School would be able to turn the lights on.” she
wrote in a letter t©© Mr Rumble.

“That way there would be no arguing about
who would turn on the lights.”

An RTA spokesman said the decision 10 flick
the switch was made in the interests of safety and
was not the result of a political conspiracy-

kesman said it was not normal

d an official ceremony to turn on

S it did happen the most

likely switch-flickers were community groups
who would benefit from the new lights.

Did that mean the school would have got 2
gucmsey‘?

“They would have been among the canddates,”




By LISA SEWELL

RECONCILIATION was the
message at the official opening of
the new state-of-the-art $7 mil-
lion Dapto Public School.

In a moving ceremony, the
school’s Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander students pres-
ented young banksia trees to
fellow students, to be planted ina
reconciliation garden.

Principal Ann Henniker said
yesterday the banksia had been
chosen by the school community
as a symbol for its move from the
old site in Byamee St to Sierra St,
Horsley.

«When the school was estab-
lished 128 years ago Aboriginal
families were excluded from the
system, but now they are very
much an integral part of the
richness of the system,” Ms Hen-
niker said.

«go last year when we were
relocating we talked to Aborigi-
nal members of the school com-
munity who chose the banksia as
a symbol of growing together.

“That native plant has now
become the symbol to mark our
change of venue, and to show the
harmony that today exists be-
tween all students.”

Ms Henniker said spiralling
enrolments over the past decade
had necessitated the move, with
the majority of the school’s 668
students hailing from the ex-
panding Horsley suburb.

The attractive and functional
new school has 18 classrooms,
library, hall, canteen, special
programs room, administration
building, covered outdoor learn-
ing area and amenities.

“The children were SO excited
about the move - they now have s0
many wonderful facilities to take
advantage of,” Ms Henniker said.

«And the school community
can now see where the money it
raises goes - we are only adding
facilities now, not just using
money for repairs.”

Illawarra MP Marianne Saliba
unveiled a plagque to mark the
event. She said the school was
one of nine around the state
funded by the State Govern-
ment’s $133 million Privately
Financed Project (PFP).

School’s in: Dapto Public School captains Blake Wallace (left) and Amy
Thompson (right) were joined by Principal Ann Henniker, MP Marianne

Saliba and Wollongong school
yesterday's official opening.

«Under the PFP agreement, the
schools are built by a private
contractor, Axiom Education,
which is responsible for the
maintenance, security and clean-
ing of the buildings and grounds
for 30 years, after which the
schools will revert back to the
Government,” she said.

“This innovative approach has
dramatically speeded up con-
struction of new schools on the

education director Chris

Carroll at
Picture: ROBERT PEET

Central Coast, Sydney and in the
[llawarra region.

«The new schools provide for
quality public education in areas
of rapid population growth.”

Siteworks included a games
court, staff car park and exten-
sive landscaping, while school
traffic had been better managed
by the inclusion of a bus lay by
and a parent pick-up and drop-off
zone.







Hawks boost school spirit with secial visit

THE Wollongong Hawks
spend half their season on
the road, but Dapto Public
School had the welcome
mat out for their NBL idols,
with pbasketball the favour-
ite subject of the day.

The Hawks were happy to
pbe special guests for the
opening day of the Bendigo
Bank School Hoops Session
for 2013.

Students had a great time
collecting autographs and
playing ball with the team.

«J's fantastic to Se€ a
great community-minded
organisation such as Ben-
digo Bank get behind the
Wollongong NRE Hawks,”
Hawks general manager
Mili Simic said. “Their sup-
port of the club ensures W€
are able to continue our
School Hoops program free
of charge to schools across
the [llawarra.”

This year the Hawks ex-
pect to dribble, shoot and

fro an 120 schools
in one of the club’s flagship
community programs.
Since 2009, the Wollon-
gong NRE Hawks have vis-
ited almost every school in
the region, providing free
one hour pbasketball clinics
to primary schoolchildren.
Every child that particip-
ates in the Bendigo Bank
School Hoops program re-
ceives a drink bottle and
ket offer provid-
unity bank.
«“We're very proud to
have begun our relation-
ship and support of the
Wollongong NRE Hawks,”
said Jim Crawford, Bendigo
Bank regional manager.
“They share the same
, they give back
mmunity and most
of all they're owned 100 per
cent by the community, just
like the local community
bank branches.”
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rford with her Kindy cf and Morgan Chapman-

For thousand
the lllawarra, ye
their fir

reporter Courtne
experienced

one kinderga
public school.

expected at
School
esterday,

students it the

Kindergarten: blue class

were very brave.

Only a few cheeks were
wetatthe Deginning ofthe
day, but everyone s00L

ed.
sitting cross»\egged onthe
floor, we me Carol Harford
whowas 2 kind teacher
eager to explain how to

tellnews.

“When someone’s talking
your lips are. closed,”
Matthew said.

«youhaveto put up your
hand to aska question,“
Jack added.

Lining up was alittlebit
‘harder, though.

Holdinga

own.

ButMs Harford was
patient and stopped US
every few metres to allow

*h up-

e mi of the day
we were ready to Jearn how
totell news.

“News means you bring
something to school oF you
cantellus about something
thatyou did,” Ms Harford
explained.

Joshua- who was sitting

tifully - had the honour
ofbeingthe first studentto
practise telling news.

“Good morning KH,”
Joshua was taught to say

first.
«ye got four pets,” he
said.

“A dog, 2 rabbitand two
fish.”
Joshua was ucky to geta
sticker for Tis efforts and
agood

neryous abou
the wrong name, but
fommately most of us gotit

0.

We all got topat ourselves
onthe packatthe end for
our good work.

The second
finally arriv

with our
Tiny Teddies, sandwich
and fruit.

After eatingwe were.
allowed toplay inthe
special playground setup
for kindy. Kids.

Eventhe bigkid ‘had some

dinosaurs before
the ballto each other. Ki
also joined in.
But before we xnewitthe
bell went again and itwas
i to

minutes t0 returnto class.
The lastlesson of the day
was atough one-

off the wall:

Manoeuvring the scissors
around the 1ines of Humpty
Dumpty was a task

a memen
Pbigschool.

parents home alone

DAYLE and Nige! Chapman aré
usedto having three young
children funning arou! d

house each day, butW

12 months they have peen left

with none-
[ The'cbupge"syuungESt T,

children, tWins Morgan and

Georgia, started Kindergarten
atDapto Ppublic schoo!
yesterday-

Their older prother Ryan had
nis first day there \astyear-

With three children aged only
43 months apart, there nowis
amarked difference inthe
Chapman house-

“ivsagood transition forus
with our lifestyles. andan
exciting time forthe girls, and
forRyanto seethe girls at
school too,” Mrs Chapman

think they're
p and g0V into
dividuals.”

Geol
going 10 sch
~—-ughe didn
going to school,” Mrs
Chapman said.
“gne's hesitant, whereas
Morgan is more confident.
“NMorgan has guaranteed us.
care of Georgia.”"

day of school,
including @ humpty dumpty
picture-
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g a name are (from \eft) Emily Elise Smith, Emily Jo Smith and Emily Rae S ith. Picture: ADAM MCLEAN

Kindergarten teacher Michelle Elliott said at orientation," she said.
«Emily means strength and determination
deal with the,

having more than one of any name wasnota
ROLLCALL can pe fun and games for Dapto’s roblem with middle names to draw on. so they might need itto
mily Smith and two classmates Emily Smith «That way they each get to keep their own confusion of sharinga name,” she sald.
i i d there isno » she said. School pr'mcipal Ann Henniker said she bt
ith’ ah, said never had three students of the same name i1

and Emily Smith.
1s started at Dapto Public
her husband chose the aclass
€

The three gir
School thisyear a d each was delighted to on the spur of the s
far away- moment after they discovered their “boy” was «ye'll have tobe carefu
putIdon’t foresee any identity crisis

ind another Emily Smith was never
“Tt’s like being a triplet,” EmilyJo Smith agirl.
“1 was told about the other tw can’t handle,” she said.

heamed.

the attention of sharin

|dentity crisis: Enjoying

5y MICHELE TYDD

1 come report time
that we

o Emily Smiths
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By MICHELE TYDD

DAPTO Primary gchool is not
jeaving a single hair unturned
in its battle to beat nits this
summer.

Studies have identified head
lice as @ national scourge
which is growing worse as the
parasites become jmmune: to
treatment.

—

Dapto’s pr'mcipal Ann Hen-
niker said as the nits became
harder and harder to treat, “we
have to become smarter ano
smarter”.

She 'sal
nised as
lice which i
had got;in ear y.
Fridaywith a nit-free

nts of . more than

was Tecog-

UcCe

s signed offon @ decla-
ay - their children
rving lice:

Phis will be followed up with
further examinations this week
and’an education campaign.

«phe thing Tve found most
valuable in {reating: lice is
yigilance - parents must con-
tinue to check: {heirchildren’s
hair: particula 1y after. treat-

the lice an
Henniker said

ment to break the life cycle of]|

d their eggs,” Mrs

«ije have sent home the most!

up—to»the—minute
we - could
treatment
jdentifying lice.

information
find. not_only on

put also ‘details on
foe?

Childrenwhotake partinthe

campaign will
ning for prizes and

bein

the Tun-~
rewards.




On the fropt line; Crazy Hat Day went to these Students’
6, and Emma Kate Thirkettle, 6.

heads ysterday in the fight against njts at apto Public Schoo].
Dapto kigs get down to
3Y MICHELE TYDD

th itty-g itty of |
the Zaniest Creationg,
“We'y
EAD lice contro] has 41
pit hush—hush i
Publi e

(From left) Jese

to do is traumatjge
€’ve ha e the

Ways been 5 isi i

s, but Dapto

it 1

the students jf had |
Y happen togetthem, incj
ker
: it
It into week of p i

” Mrs Henni-
said. “We get parentg to check
their childre i

n’s hair a¢ the beginm'ng
d
Tazy Hat i)ay

* fitting enqg
vith Jots of ¢

8 of the Week and at
The No Nit Campajgn started Jag¢ i
yesterday Provideqd t the tricky broblem,
to the week’s activitieg as alwayg been 3 Problem in r.
olour anq Prizes fop all schoolg but the last thing we want




$1.2m road

safety plan
under way

By MEGAN LEVY
n Horsley
5

risk, according to a D€
traffic study-
Y

same S
Bong Rd recently-

This month, 2 ﬁve—year—o\d
girl was struck by 2 vehicle
fravelling east on Bong Bong

d near Denham Dr.

She suffered minor injur-

he eastern St
Dapto Public School. AR average

n

ad, ollongong
Mayor Alex Darling said yes-
terday-

ide of Bong Bong Rd rail crossing.

Dapto
train
station

Princes
Hwy,

traffic sU
placed traffic €O

—

the area, posing @ risk

A study points to congestion in
14,500 motorists drive along Bong Bong Rd daily near {he crossing.

ross Bong Bong RA - the only
access road to Horsley - t0 |
count the amount an \
of traffic. \
It Tevealed an average of ||
14,500 motorists S\ \
Rd each d

pers,
pleted b,




By MICHELE TYDD

A SCHOOL without ped-

estrian crossings can

present interesting
transport challenges.

The new Dapto Public
School in Sierra Dr is
overcoming the poten-
tial safety issue with a
daily bus routine which
resembles a military op-
eration.

Without crossings on
the main road (Bong
Bong Rd) hordes of chil-
dren who would nor-
mally walk are queuing
for a free ride home.

While Wollongong
City Council determines
the best place for two
erossings, teachers and
Premier Bus Company
have joined forces to
ensure children get to
and from sehool safely.

“It’s amazing to see SO
many children massing
for the buses when the
bell goes at 2.50pm,”
principal Ann Henniker
said.

Under temporarily
relaxed bus pass eri-
teria ‘most of the 663
students are eligible to
ide to and from school.
{hildren who live only
blocks away are opting
for wheels over walking.

“It’s managed so well
{hat we have 400 chil-
dren disappear on the
huses within 15 minutes
thanks to the efficiency
of school and bus staff,”
Mrs Henniker said.

Mornings are not that
unusual because the ar-
rivals are staggered.

“In all of my years in
the education system
I've never seen this
rnany children catching
buses,” she said.

“Two teachers have
volunteered to do bus

| duty to ensure that a

otentially chaotie situ-

i1

'
3
5

|
it

Y 5 |
)

ation doesn’t develop.”

Mrs Henniker said
council officers were
working with the
school's P&C to make
certain the crossings

‘ -

sanusser sx -

- gt N

4

ikl =

@ﬁw&_ L
iaanhdsﬁeAmongaMfelleamPuUicScmoﬁsmdems
waninmeswninglyer\dlcsssci\oolb;ssquw.

were in the right places.

“At a new school
there is no point putting
in crossings unless the
children’s natural pat-
terns are taken into con-

Picture: KEN ROBERTSON

sideration. Council is

undertaking a survey for |
this purpose but in the |
meantime have im- i
plemented traffic calm- |

ing devices,” she said.

—,







By LISA SEWELL

RECON CILIATIOl_\I
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THE wheels op Dapto Publie
School’s newest student bus don’t
80 round apq round - they go
pitter patter instead.
than 89 students Yester-
part in the Illawarra’s
alking bus”. p initiative
in which barents
walk with

the schoo]
to a timetable, includ-
at designateq “bus
" where children cap be
d by their Parents,

Dapto Public Sch
Prineipa] Chery] Seagrove said it
was hoped the walking bys would

€ncourage g healthy lifestyle for
students anq reduce traffie con-
gestion at drop-off and pick-up
times,

“With the West Dapto roaq-
works almogt on our do

and afte
really busy,” Mrs
Seagrove said.
“The walking bug will get a fow
ore cars off the road, while also
bromoting 5 cleaner environ-
ment and ar exercise ang
road safety for children.”
Mrs Seagrove Was unabje to say
Tregularly

ther arrived
ven to and from

SR B 5.

Wﬁ g el

“walking byg” venture. picqype. ADAM McLEAN

et forward

her childrep to and from school,
aid the Service woulq allow
ts, and herself when
she was not on duty, to “continye
with thejr day” and
battle the pre-9am g
traffic outside

school, despite many living close
by.

She said the average age of the
children registered to use the
Service wag five

“IfIdor] walk with them unti]
I know they are happy and co-
Operative with the parent volun-
teers,” she said, but admitted the
boys loveqd the €xperience,

Jjoined yester-
ng Hawks play-
, Dave Gruber,
d Dan Jackson,

t Mo Hawk.

tion of walking to schoo

“They love the idea of being
able to walk to schoo] with their
friends,” she said.

“Ilike it b cause it gives me the
chance incorporate exercise
into an activity | have to do

ay ”

Mrs limwn, who usually driveg
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