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as 1000 1awarra primary school-
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Emily T 5 10, also liked
the ides.

sfhickens ©an alsn use up
waste from your house and make
good garden muleh for veggie
patches, Emily said-

Elsewhere in the garden,
children studied marine life,
edible [ungus and mnative
Australian flora, learning how
removing animals of plants from
their natural environment eould

harm delicate ecosystems

Lord Mayor Gordon Bradbery
attended the Enviro day to
launch the pouncil’s yearly Hise
and Shine rubbish pick-up
program, encoOUraging school and
L pmmunity groups to get involved
in a city-wide clean-up campaign
during spring.

We live in such a b
part of the world and it's vi
all work together to protect it 5
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Students at Dapto Public School have created a
reconciliation garden.

Y ear Five student Carla Sargeson said the garden
represented the 26 Aboriginal students at the school.

‘“The garden is important because it teaches

Aboriginal students about themselves and about their
1 culture,”’ she said.

Deputy Principal Justin Quinn said the garden was
highlighted by a cluster of banksias.

*“The banksia is a native of the South Coast area and
was chosen by the Aboriginal and non-indigenous
communities as a symbol of harmony that exists within
our school,”” he said.

“*It means that we maintain a positive relationship
with the Aboriginal community. We recognise their
heritage... and we work as a team.

"“We have gone to great lengths to keep them
informed of their culture and heritage and the fact that
reconciliation is important.”*

Mr Quinn said there had been a garden at the old
school site and the school community wanted to do the
sarne at the new one.




By LAUREL-LEE RODERICK

STUDENTS at Dapto Public School
have sowed the seeds for a lasting
tribute to Australia’s traditional
landowners.

A reconciliation garden at the
school’s new site at Horsley was
officially opened yesterday. The event
coincided with the start of Education
Week.

Principal Ann Henniker said the
garden helped reflecton the past.

“We must remember that under this
concrete this land is, was and always
will be traditional Aboriginal land.”

Ms Henniker said the initiative was

continuing a relationship with the
Aboriginal community that was
forged at the school’s previous site.

“We relocated at the beginning of
the year, and at the old school the
Aboriginal community gave us a
garden about six years ago. They
wanted a garden here, and one that
everyone could share, and so when we
opened the school each Aboriginal
child gaveusa banksia.”

Those seedlings were planted by 25
indigenous students at the school.

Y ear 5 student Carla Sargeson said
she was proud to planta tree and to be
involved in the project.

“The garden is about Aboriginal

people inthe school. It is important
there is something for the Aboriginal
people,” Carla said.

Corey Blackmore, alsoin Year>5,
said Aboriginals were a special part
of the community.

“It's nice the garden will still be
here after we leave school,” he said.

Illawarra MP Marianne Saliba
helped planta seedling as part of
yesterday's dedication ceremony.

Ms Henniker said Wollongong City
Council donated plants for the garden
and parents had provided the
sandstone. School assistant Kim Wall
completed groundwork for the garden
during the school holidays.
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GROWTH

The first
banksia flowers

have dppeared
On seedlings
planted two
years ago
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The banksia
blooming in a
school garden
represents a
new start for
an Aboriginal
community,
writes KiM COTTON

hen Dapio Public School
meved bo s new site in 2004,
the school’s Aboriginal parents

decided it was no longer necessary for theds
children to be e '1u|.j]‘l||u|_1 04 & wparate
group, as had been customary at the old
school, The class and football photos

were enough

The principal, Ann Henniker, said

the parents’ decision showed how far

he 1 30-year-old school had come in

i1s relationship with its indigenous
commumnity. "1 took that as a sign that
[they believed] their kids got recognition,
anyway. It's an indication that they were
very proud of themselves as a group and
their representation at the school.®

Dapto Public School has shared positive
relations with its Aboriginal parents and
students for many years. The fact that at
any one time all Aboriginal srodent
periormandce bevels sre ot or above state
averages proves the strength of the school's
programs andd the high expectations it has
om its Aboriginal students,

However, the move to the mnew site
gave the school an opportunity to develop
a more meaningful understanding of the
hlstory of its Aboriginal commnity and
how best to approach the future

The turning podnt began at the
125th anniversary (several years before
the move) when Aboriginal parents
declined an invitation by the school
10 join 0 the celebrations,

“That surprised me at the time because
we had a really supportive community,”
M Henniker sald

It ecame clear that Aboriginal people
were not part of the school community in
1875 when the school was orginally built

Hompgrown
with the genaral aasestant, Kmm Yyal

“They were happy for their kids o
participate in the ceremony but they
didn't want to be singled out to say that,
‘125 years ago it was great’,” Mrs Hennlker
sald. “When we moved to the new site,
w tock a lot of time to consult and to
make certain that this beginning was
more meaningful and inchasive.

The school’s general assistant,

Kim Wall, an Aboriginal man and a
horticulturalist, undertook research and
suggested the banksia, which was native to
the anea, could represent for Aboriginal
people a new beginning

“It's & symbol of growing together and
1'h.a|:|.;l_' It's mot the schoods symisol bait it
represents a new start,” Mrs Henniker said

A beautiful tiled collage of the banksia
was created and incorporated into the
schosol's mew flwrrpnlh At the school's
launch, each Aboriginal student presented
a banksia seedling to the school to plant in
the indigenous garden. Last term, the first

Dapio Puble students, froem loft, Cans

BER .
=2 Vaartes, Courtney Walacs and Kyle Thomas

Hlovwrers appemd omn the planh

“Some families who had in the past
never sald there was Aboriginality in the
family came out and said, By the way
we'ne Aboriginal’,” Mrs Henndker said.

“It's now seen perhaps as a high
profile group of kids and there are a lot
of positives around that - | don't mean
unique to them bul activities that wiew
the Aboriginal culture in a positive way =

One such activity takes place
churing MNATS! (Mational Aboriginal and
Torres Strait [slander) Week when the
school holds it annual Aboriginal
art competition

Each of the 700 stodents will produce a
plece of art that is inspired by Aboriginal
oulture. Aboriginal parents will judge the
art and & child from each class will recelve
a book on Aboriginal culture

“The Aboriginal parenits wanibed it to
be an inclusive activity so that everyone
values the culture,* Mrs Henniker said




